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Guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to equip, support, and connect our congregations as they faithfully serve Jesus Christ 
in a changing world. 

November 3, 2009         Volume 5, Number 42 
 

“What you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone monuments, but what is woven into the lives 
of others.” 

Pericles 
Don’t Miss Kat Ward’s Farewell Party 
If you’ve been to camp in the last several years, you know how much Kat Ward, Bethelwoods Program 
Director, will be missed.  We are gathering to give her a farewell hug at her Going Away Party on 
November 15 at 3PM at Bethelwoods.  Join Us! 
 
Donate your old Halloween Costumes 
Uriel Presbyterian is accepting donations for new and used children’s Halloween costumes.  You may 
drop costumes by the Presbytery office or email phledd@truvista.com to schedule a pickup. Thank 
you. 
 
Presbytery Habitat Build Organizing 
We are inviting churches of Providence Presbytery who might not be able to afford to build a Habitat 
home on their own to join together with other churches and care for a family working to escape from 
poverty in York County. Lead churches will donate $4500 and a $450 tithe for international Habitat 
Homes as well as volunteers to staff the construction site for one Saturday.  Partner churches will 
donate whatever they can afford and provide volunteers to team with other Partner church volunteers 
for one Saturday. Contact Steve Hardy for information on how to get involved by December 15. 
 
Did you see the Immigrant Video Starring Kat Ward and Christi Flansburg? 
In August all Clerks of Session received a DVD entitled “Welcoming the Immigrant to our Tribal 
Congregations” produced by several educators in our Presbytery.  This video was designed to help 
church sessions think about what it is like for first-time visitors to their churches. If your church has 
utilized this video, we would appreciate your feedback. Send your thoughts to Kathryn McGregor at 
kmcgregor@providencepres.org.  If you have not seen this video, but would like to, please contact 
your clerk of session.  It is also available online at http://provhereshow.wordpress.com. Click on 
“View the Video.” 
 
Lay School of Theology at White Oak in November 
If you are interested in enrolling in the Lay School of Theology for the fall semester, November 13-15 
at White Oak Conference Center, you will find registration documents on the Charleston Atlantic 
Presbytery website at www.chas-atlpresbytery.org. 
 
Have you Started Your Video Christmas Card? 
Youth Groups, Bible Study Groups, Men’s Groups…anyone! We invite you to join us as we create a 
Providence Presbytery video Christmas card! Any group in Providence Presbytery is invited to shoot a 
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30 to 45 second Christmas Card.  You can be as creative as you like to share your Christmas wishes or 
Christmas “commercials” with others in the Presbytery and beyond.  Submit your digital movie file 
(can be QuickTime, Windows Movie File, Flip video…whatever) to jill@providencepres.org by Nov. 
23.  In the email, please tell me the following: Subject: Your Church, Your Group Name—Video 
Christmas Card.  Contact person, Contact phone and Contact Email Address.  Submissions must be 
received by November 23rd to be included in the Video to debut at the Presbytery Christmas Open 
House on December 6 and added to the website.  If you have questions, contact Jill Wilson at 
jill@providencepres.org or at the Presbytery office, Extension 8. 
 
Did You Know… the Saluda Center has a new Website? 
The Saluda Center, a counseling organization supported by the churches of Providence Presbytery 
with their per capita giving, provides Christian counseling services with locations in Chester, Fort 
Mill, Lancaster and Rock Hill. See their new website at www.thesaludacenter.org.   
 
Don’t Miss E3…Coming in January 
Don’t miss the E3 Event, featuring FREE workshops for ministers, educators, elders, clerks, youth 
leaders, and children’s ministry volunteers, lay leaders in charge of worship, education, personnel, 
stewardship, mission, and evangelism.  To be held January 10, 2010 at Rock Hill First Presbyterian...  
The workshops designed to help all who serve in Providence Presbytery churches to be more prepared 
to carry out their callings whether they are volunteers or staff positions. Our Workshop Catalog and 
registration form are online at www.providencepres.org. To insure you get your preferred workshops, 
pre-register by January 5th. 
 
Have Your Youth Registered for PC’s Youth Day? 
This is just a reminder that the early registration date for Youth Day at Presbyterian College is 
November 5. You may register after this date, but we won’t be able to guarantee t-shirts for your 
group. We hope to see you there. The poster and registration form are attached. See the Youth Day 
registration on the PC website at http://www.presby.edu/church_relations/youth-day.html. 

Board's 2010 e-learning offerings are expanding - sign up today! 
Beginning in January, the Board of Pensions will offer active Plan members a variety of free well-
being courses online - a convenient way to learn how to manage stress and conflict. Not only will these 
ten courses help your professional life, but they will translate into your personal life, as well. The 
courses are: Handling Conflict, Finding Your Life Balance, Leading Effective Meetings, Connecting 
and Communicating, Emotionally Intelligent Leadership, Introduction to Workforce, Generations, 
How to Work with Aggressive People, Techniques for Improved Time Management, Conflict in the 
Workplace Simulation, Taking Control of Your Time Simulation. Registrants will have access to the 
information-packed library of courses in 2010. Space is limited to 200 participants, so learn more and 
register today.  

Application Deadline Approaching for Summer Collegium 
The 2010 Summer Collegium will take place June 23-July 1. The emphasis will be Leadership in the 
Small Church.  Alice Mann, a prolific writer and speaker on congregational issues, is our keynote 
speaker.  John Bell, of the Iona Community in Scotland, will join us as musician.  This is an all 
expenses paid nine-day conference for small church clergy and their spouses/partners.  
Applications are available online at www.vts.edu. Completed applications must be postmarked no 
later than December 15. 
 
Around the Presbytery 

• The Young Adult Group of Riverview Presbyterian Church will be having a yard sale on 
November 7.  In addition to the yard sale, sausage and ham biscuits will be sold bright and 
early! Riverview is located on the corner of Sutton Road and Harris Road in Fort Mill. Please 
come out and support our Young Adults. 
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• Uriel Presbyterian Church, Chester, SC will be conducting an indoor Fall Yard Sale on 
Saturday November 7 from 8AM – 1PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Come on out and get some 
interesting and great bargains.   

• A Day of Gala Celebration at Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church: Everyone is 
invited to attend the Installation of James Douglas Simpson, D Min as the 10th pastor of 
Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church next Sunday, November 8, at 10:30 a.m. with a luncheon 
following the service in the Activities Center. Guest speaker will be Bettina Kilburn, MD, M 
Div. 

• Covenant Presbyterian Women will sponsor a Craft Auction & Bake Sale on Saturday, 
November 14.  Small Craft & Bake Sale will be from 5-7 p.m.  Supper will be at 5:30 ($5 adults, 
$2.50 children 4-19, 3 and under Free).  Large Crafts and Gifts will be auctioned starting at 7 
p.m.  There will be gift baskets galore, handmade crafts, game packets, golf packages, etc.  A 
drawing for a handmade quilt will take place during the auction.  This is a great time to buy 
Christmas gifts. We've also added a new twist this year. The folks from Ribald Farms Nursery 
& Florist will be on hand with demonstrations, supplies, holiday tips and more. 

• Concert of Gratitude:  Join us for a wonderful afternoon of sacred music on November 15 as 
members of First Presbyterian Church Union and the Union Music Club share 
inspiring selections designed to express our gratitude to God for His many blessings.  The 
concert is scheduled for 3:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church, Union, SC. 

• This Christmas, when the need is so great, purchase a gift that will make a difference. Come to 
the Alternative Gift Fair at the Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church Activity Center on 
November 22, noon – 4PM. Local community service and denominational organizations will 
share information about their missions and volunteer opportunities.  Ten thousand villages 
will have handcrafted gifts available, the Old Fogies will perform and OAPC Café will be open 
for lunch. The silent auction will be open from noon to 3PM. 

• The Covenant Men of the Covenant Presbyterian will be selling smoked whole turkeys on 
Wednesday, November 25 from 2-6 p.m.  The turkeys are $25 each.  Covenant is located at 
1830 Celanese Rd. Please call the church office to reserve your turkey - 366-8223.  Proceeds 
from the sale go toward projects around the church and to local charities. 

• Alternative Christmas Market: First Presbyterian Church, Union, SC will host its 
annual Alternative Christmas Market on December 5 from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall of First Presbyterian Church.  Join us and find creative ways to honor loved ones this 
Christmas as you reach out and help others in need through local, national, and international 
organizations.  Some local and international craft items will also be available as well as Just 
Coffee and baked goods.  We hope to see you on December 5th. 

 
Opportunities to Serve 

• The Clover Presbyterian Church is looking for our next Director of Christian Education. 
We are committed to providing educational opportunities that are thoughtful and engaging, 
encouraging and challenging; programs that build up the Body of Christ, and strengthen the 
bonds of covenant faithfulness that make us Christ's community of witness.  We are seeking a 
faithful, talented, and energetic person to lead our Educational Ministries.  If you think you 
might be that person review our position description here: 
http://www.cloverpres.org/f/docs/DCE-CloverPresbyterianChurch.pdf and submit your 
resume to our search committee (Attn: DCE Search Committee, 202 Kings Mountain Street, 
Clover, SC 29710).  

 
Check out the events below on the Presbytery Calendar--for event details, click on the event! 
 

2010 Presbytery Meeting Schedule 
3/18  Presbytery Meeting 10AM (Van Wyck) 
5/23  Presbytery Meeting 2:30PM (Tirzah-Lancaster) 
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8/15  Called Presbytery Meeting  at Presbyterian College (Hosted by Hermon) 
10/17  Presbytery Meeting—2:30PM (Grace-Lancaster) 
 
This Week in Providence Presbytery 
11/3  Nurture the People of God Ministry Team-7PM (Presbytery Office) 
11/5  Second Harvest Partners Mobile Food Pantry (Hermon Presbyterian, Rock Hill) 
  
Coming Next Week 
11/12  Committee on Ministry—5:30 (Presbytery Office) 
11/13-15 Lay School of Theology (White Oak Conference Center) 
 
Mark your Calendar! 
11/14  TTT to “South Pacific”—11AM (Meet at Bethelwoods) 
11/16  Bethelwoods Ministry Team—5:15PM (Bethelwoods) 
11/17  TTT Thanksgiving Meal with Bob Moss—10:30AM (Bethelwoods) 
11/22  Worship 4 YOUth—5-7PM (Bethelwoods) 
12/6  Common Ground (A Youth Community)—5-7PM (Bethelwoods) 
12/8  Presbytery Holiday Open House –11AM-3PM (Presbytery Office) 
12/10  TTT to Biltmore Estate—9AM (Meet at Bethelwoods) 
12/14  Second Harvest Partners 2010 Organizational Meeting—7PM (Union Baptist) 
12/15  TTT Gift Exchange with David Bender—10:30AM (Bethelwoods) 
 
 

Please submit articles to jill@providencepres.org with In the Know and the date you would like your 
article to run in the subject line by Friday at 5 PM for the following Monday’s issue. 
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Guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to equip, support, and connect our congregations as they faithfully serve Jesus Christ 
in a changing world. 

November 9, 2009         Volume 5, Number 43 

“Even though our faith may be 2,000 years old, our thinking is not. True progress is a balance between 
preserving the essence of a certain way of life and changing things that are not essential. Christianity was 
born a revolutionary faith, and we have preserved that ... Paradoxically, we have succeeded in not 
changing the faith that is itself dedicated to change.”  

His All Holiness Bartholomew I, Ecumenical Patriarch of the Orthodox Christian World 

Don’t Miss Kat Ward’s Farewell Party 
If you’ve been to camp in the last several years, you know how much Kat Ward, Bethelwoods Program 
Director, will be missed.  We are gathering to give her a farewell hug at her Going Away Party on 
November 15 at 3PM at Bethelwoods.  Join Us! 
 
Presbytery Habitat Build Organizing 
We are inviting churches of Providence Presbytery who might not be able to afford to build a Habitat 
home on their own to join together with other churches and care for a family working to escape from 
poverty in York County. Lead churches will donate $4500 and a $450 tithe for international Habitat 
Homes as well as volunteers to staff the construction site for one Saturday.  Partner churches will 
donate whatever they can afford and provide volunteers to team with other Partner church volunteers 
for one Saturday. Contact Steve Hardy for information on how to get involved by December 15. 
 
Second Harvest Partners Gear Up for 2010 
Join the 2009 Second Harvest volunteers on December 15 at 6:30 at Union Baptist Church as we 
review the year’s progress, and plan for 2010. Kay Carter, Executive Director of Second Harvest Food 
Bank in Charlotte will attend. The organizers would like to present Second Harvest with a check from 
churches, civic groups,  corporate offices, schools, small businesses, and individuals to help defray the 
cost of 2101 York County Second Harvest deliveries.  We will provide a time during the meeting on 
December 15 for persons and groups to present contributions. For more information, call Dot Killian 
at (803) 517-7870 or e-mail Dot at dot@providencepres.org. Checks should be made payable to 
Second Harvest Food Bank with the notation Second Harvest Partners-York County. Checks can be 
mailed to Providence Presbytery, 515 Oakland Ave. Rock Hill, S.C. 29730. 

Have you Started Your Video Christmas Card? 
Youth Groups, Bible Study Groups, Men’s Groups…anyone! We invite you to join us as we create a 
Providence Presbytery video Christmas card! Any group in Providence Presbytery is invited to shoot a 
30 to 45 second Christmas Card.  You can be as creative as you like to share your Christmas wishes or 
Christmas “commercials” with others in the Presbytery and beyond.  Submit your digital movie file 
(can be QuickTime, Windows Movie File, Flip video…whatever) to jill@providencepres.org by Nov. 
23.  In the email, please tell me the following: Subject: Your Church, Your Group Name—Video 
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Christmas Card.  Contact person, Contact phone and Contact Email Address.  Submissions must be 
received by November 23rd to be included in the Video to debut at the Presbytery Christmas Open 
House on December 6 and added to the website.  If you have questions, contact Jill Wilson at 
jill@providencepres.org or at the Presbytery office, Extension 8. 
 
2010 Mission Trip Information is on its Way 
Mark your calendars for the following 2010 Mission Trips!  The Honduras Medical Mission Trip is 
scheduled for May 28-June 5; and the Gulf Coast Mission Trip is scheduled for June 19-25.  If you 
have any interest in either of these trips, contact Fred Powell at phledd@truvista.net.  Watch your 
mailboxes! Information is on the way.  
 
Notes of Encouragement for Providence Presbytery Mission Work 
We recently received a note of encouragement from a pastor in Oregon in response to our feature in 
the 2009 Mission Yearbook last week.  Read the encouraging words.  
 
All Invited to Allison Creek Bluegrass Show 
Allison Creek Bluegrass is a traditional bluegrass show that meets on the first and third Thursdays of 
the month, 10 months a year.  (We take time off in December and July) Shows start at 7:00 pm with 
food available at 6:30.  Many adult church groups have come out to listen from all over the region.  If 
you'd like to bring a group, please leave a message at 803-366-1302, and someone will contact you, or 
you can go to www.allisoncreekbluegrass.com and click "Contact us."  Our next show is November 
19th. 
 
Pass the Word! Providence Presbytery is taking two youth trips next summer! 
Once again, youth currently in grades 6-8 are invited to attend the Montreat Middle School 
Conference at Presbyterian College, July 21-25.  The Presbytery will provide adult chaperones and pay 
for transportation. Deadline to register with the presbytery is Jan. 20.  Please note that this trip is for 
youth in churches that do not have a large enough group to attend on their own.  If your church has 4-
6 youth attending with the presbytery, we ask that your church provide a paid adult chaperone.  If you 
have 6 or more youth, we ask that you take your own group and we'll see you there!  The second trip is 
the Presbyterian Youth Triennium.  This trip is to Purdue University July 20-24, 2010 and is for youth 
currently in grades 9-12.  An information letter and application is also attached.  Applications are due 
Feb. 1 and do include some essay questions.  This trip is for high school youth who have demonstrated 
leadership qualities in their local church.  The Education and Equipping Ministry Team will choose 15 
youth from among the applicants to attend as Providence Presbytery's delegation.  Once again, 
presbytery will provide adult chaperones and will pay transportation costs.  Contact Kathryn 
McGregor @ 800-922-1609, ext. 6 or kmcgregor@providencepres.org for more information. 
 
Did You Know… the Saluda Center has a new Website? 
The Saluda Center, a counseling organization supported by the churches of Providence Presbytery 
with their mission partnership funds, provides Christian counseling services with locations in Chester, 
Fort Mill, Lancaster and Rock Hill. See their new website at www.thesaludacenter.org.  (Please note 
the red text reflects a correction from last week’s announcement.) 
 
Don’t Miss E3…Coming in January 
Don’t miss the E3 Event, featuring FREE workshops for ministers, educators, elders, clerks, youth 
leaders, and children’s ministry volunteers, lay leaders in charge of worship, education, personnel, 
stewardship, mission, and evangelism.  To be held January 10, 2010 at Rock Hill First Presbyterian...  
The workshops designed to help all who serve in Providence Presbytery churches to be more prepared 
to carry out their callings whether they are volunteers or staff positions. Our Workshop Catalog and 
registration form are online at www.providencepres.org. To insure you get your preferred workshops, 
pre-register by January 5th. 
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Have Your Youth Registered for PC’s Youth Day? 
This is just a reminder that the early registration date for Youth Day at Presbyterian College is 
November 5. You may register after this date, but we won’t be able to guarantee t-shirts for your 
group. We hope to see you there. The poster and registration form are attached. See the Youth Day 
registration on the PC website at http://www.presby.edu/church_relations/youth-day.html. 
 
PC(USA) Delegation to Nicaragua 
In January, the PC(USA) is sponsoring a Delegation to Nicaragua, where participants will have the 
opportunity to experience Nicaragua, Fair Trade and the church’s work there firsthand. The 
delegation is perfect for anyone involved in a congregation, college or camp that uses Fair Trade 
coffee or Sweat-Free Ts, has hosted a holiday bazaar using Fair Trade products, or simply wants to 
learn more.  Delegates will:  Meet Fair Trade farmers and artisans, Pick coffee and stay in homes of 
farming families, Meet the women who sew Sweat-Free Ts ,  Build community with fellow 
Presbyterians,  Learn about Nicaragua, Fair Trade and more! The delegation will take place January 
16-23, 2010, and is sponsored jointly by three organizations: PC(USA), Equal Exchange and CEPAD 
(the council of Protestant churches in Nicaragua). 
 
Application Deadline Approaching for Summer Collegium 
The 2010 Summer Collegium will take place June 23-July 1. The emphasis will be Leadership in the 
Small Church.  Alice Mann, a prolific writer and speaker on congregational issues, is our keynote 
speaker.  John Bell, of the Iona Community in Scotland, will join us as musician.  This is an all 
expenses paid nine-day conference for small church clergy and their spouses/partners.  
Applications are available online at www.vts.edu. Completed applications must be postmarked no 
later than December 15. 
 
Do you have Halloween Costumes to Donate? 
Uriel is collecting new and used children’s Halloween costumes for their annual Halloween festival.  If 
you have any costumes to donate, please drop them by the presbytery office, or contact Fred Powell at 
phledd@truvista.net to schedule a pickup time. 
 
PC(USA) Young Adult Volunteer Featured on CNN 
A national television audience learned this week what many of us have known for a long time-our 
Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program changes lives. One of our recently returned YAVs, Shelvis 
Smith-Mather, shared his inspiring story during a CNN interview Sunday morning. Read More. 
 
Around the Presbytery 

• Covenant Presbyterian Women will sponsor a Craft Auction & Bake Sale on Saturday, 
November 14.  Small Craft & Bake Sale will be from 5-7 p.m.  Supper will be at 5:30 ($5 adults, 
$2.50 children 4-19, 3 and under Free).  Large Crafts and Gifts will be auctioned starting at 7 
p.m.  There will be gift baskets galore, handmade crafts, game packets, golf packages, etc.  A 
drawing for a handmade quilt will take place during the auction.  This is a great time to buy 
Christmas gifts. We've also added a new twist this year. The folks from Ribald Farms Nursery 
& Florist will be on hand with demonstrations, supplies, holiday tips and more. 

• Barry Lambert will be installed as Woodlawn Presbyterian’s  called pastor on Sunday, 
November 15, during the worship service at 11AM.  The church is located at 3852 Woodlawn 
Street, Sharon, SC.  Covered dish luncheon will follow in the fellowship hall.  

• Concert of Gratitude:  Join us for a wonderful afternoon of sacred music on November 15 as 
members of First Presbyterian Church Union and the Union Music Club share 
inspiring selections designed to express our gratitude to God for His many blessings.  The 
concert is scheduled for 3:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church, Union, SC. 
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• This Christmas, when the need is so great, purchase a gift that will make a difference. Come to 
the Alternative Gift Fair at the Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church Activity Center on 
November 22, noon – 4PM. Local community service and denominational organizations will 
share information about their missions and volunteer opportunities.  Ten thousand villages 
will have handcrafted gifts available, the Old Fogies will perform and OAPC Café will be open 
for lunch. The silent auction will be open from noon to 3PM.  

• The Covenant Men of the Covenant Presbyterian will be selling smoked whole turkeys on 
Wednesday, November 25 from 2-6 p.m.  The turkeys are $25 each.  Covenant is located at 
1830 Celanese Rd. Please call the church office to reserve your turkey - 366-8223.  Proceeds 
from the sale go toward projects around the church and to local charities. 

• Alternative Christmas Market: First Presbyterian Church, Union, SC will host its 
annual Alternative Christmas Market on December 5 from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall of First Presbyterian Church.  Join us and find creative ways to honor loved ones this 
Christmas as you reach out and help others in need through local, national, and international 
organizations.  Some local and international craft items will also be available as well as Just 
Coffee and baked goods.  We hope to see you on December 5th. 

 
 

Check out the events below on the Presbytery Calendar--for event details, click on the event! 
 

2010 Presbytery Meeting Schedule 
3/18  Presbytery Meeting 10AM (Van Wyck) 
5/23  Presbytery Meeting 2:30PM (Tirzah-Lancaster) 
8/15  Called Presbytery Meeting at Clinton College (Hosted by Hermon) 
10/17  Presbytery Meeting—2:30PM (Grace-Lancaster) 
 
This Week in Providence Presbytery 
11/12  Committee on Ministry—5:30 (Presbytery Office) 
11/13-15 Lay School of Theology (White Oak Conference Center) 
11/14  TTT to “South Pacific”—11AM (Meet at Bethelwoods) 
11/15  Kat Ward Going away Party—3-5PM (Bethelwoods) 
  
Coming Next Week 
11/16  Bethelwoods Ministry Team—5:15PM (Bethelwoods) 
11/17  TTT Thanksgiving Meal with Bob Moss—10:30AM (Bethelwoods) 
11/17  Education and Equipping Ministry Team—5:30PM (Presbytery Office) 
11/19  Educator Gathering—10AM-noon ( 
11/22  Worship 4 YOUth—5-7PM (Bethelwoods) 
 
Mark your Calendar! 
12/6  Common Ground (A Youth Community)—5-7PM (Bethelwoods) 
12/8  Presbytery Holiday Open House –11AM-3PM (Presbytery Office) 
12/10  TTT to Biltmore Estate—9AM (Meet at Bethelwoods) 
12/14  Second Harvest Partners 2010 Organizational Meeting—7PM (Union Baptist) 
12/15  TTT Gift Exchange with David Bender—10:30AM (Bethelwoods) 
12/15  Second Harvest Partners Planning—5:30PM (Union Baptist) 
 

Please submit articles to jill@providencepres.org with In the Know and the date you would like your 
article to run in the subject line by Friday at 5 PM for the following Monday’s issue. 
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Guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to equip, support, and connect our congregations as they faithfully serve Jesus Christ 
in a changing world. 

November 16, 2009         Volume 5, Number 44 
“The Pilgrims made seven times more graves than huts.  No Americans have been more 
impoverished than these who, nevertheless, set aside a day of thanksgiving.” 

H.U. Westermayer 
 
We will not be publishing In the Know next week.  Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Our Condolences… 
Please be in prayer for Bill Youmans and his family after the recent passing of his mother, Donna Mae 
Youmans. Bill is serving as the interim pastor for Riverview Presbyterian in Fort Mill. 
 
Presbytery Habitat Build Organizing 
We are inviting churches of Providence Presbytery who might not be able to afford to build a Habitat 
home on their own to join together with other churches and care for a family working to escape from 
poverty in York County. Lead churches will donate $4500 and a $450 tithe for international Habitat 
Homes as well as volunteers to staff the construction site for one Saturday.  Partner churches will 
donate whatever they can afford and provide volunteers to team with other Partner church volunteers 
for one Saturday. Contact Steve Hardy for information on how to get involved by December 15. 
 
Second Harvest Partners Gear Up for 2010 
Join the 2009 Second Harvest volunteers on December 15 at 6:30 at Union Baptist Church as we 
review the year’s progress, and plan for 2010. Kay Carter, Executive Director of Second Harvest Food 
Bank in Charlotte will attend. The organizers would like to present Second Harvest with a check from 
churches, civic groups,  corporate offices, schools, small businesses, and individuals to help defray the 
cost of 2101 York County Second Harvest deliveries.  We will provide a time during the meeting on 
December 15 for persons and groups to present contributions. For more information, call Dot Killian 
at (803) 517-7870 or e-mail Dot at dot@providencepres.org. Checks should be made payable to 
Second Harvest Food Bank with the notation Second Harvest Partners-York County. Checks can be 
mailed to Providence Presbytery, 515 Oakland Ave. Rock Hill, S.C. 29730. 

Due date is November 23rd for Video Christmas Cards 
Youth Groups, Bible Study Groups, Men’s Groups…anyone associated with Providence Presbytery! 
We invite you to join us as we create a Providence Presbytery video Christmas card! Any group 
associated with Providence Presbytery is invited to shoot a 30 to 45 second Christmas Card.  You can 
be as creative as you like to share your Christmas wishes or Christmas “commercials” with others in 
the Presbytery and beyond.  Submit your digital movie file (can be QuickTime, Windows Movie File, 
Flip video…whatever) to jill@providencepres.org by Nov. 23.  In the email, please tell me the 
following: Subject: Your Church, Your Group Name—Video Christmas Card.  Contact person, Contact 
phone and Contact Email Address.  Submissions must be received by November 23rd to be included 
in the Video to debut at the Presbytery Christmas Open House on December 6 and added to the 
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website.  If you have questions, contact Jill Wilson at jill@providencepres.org or at the Presbytery 
office, Extension 8. 
 
2010 Mission Trip Information is on its Way 
Mission Trip information is on its way to your mailboxes.  In the meantime, if you have interest in 
either the international mission trip to Honduras or the stateside mission trip to the gulf coast, please 
go to www.providencepres.org/missiontrips to find out more and apply. 
 
Pass the Word! Providence Presbytery is taking two youth trips next summer! 
Youth currently in grades 6-8 are invited to attend the Montreat Middle School Conference at 
Presbyterian College, July 21-25.  The Presbytery will provide adult chaperones and pay for 
transportation. Deadline to register with the presbytery is Jan. 20.  Please note that this trip is for 
youth in churches that do not have a large enough group to attend on their own.  If your church has 4-
6 youth attending with the presbytery, we ask that your church provide a paid adult chaperone.  If you 
have 6 or more youth, we ask that you take your own group and we'll see you there!  Youth currently 
in grades 9-12 are invited to apply for  Presbyterian Youth Triennium.  This trip is to Purdue 
University July 20-24, 2010.   Applications are due Feb. 1 and do include some essay questions.  This 
trip is for high school youth who have demonstrated leadership qualities in their local church.  The 
Education and Equipping Ministry Team will choose 15 youth from among the applicants to attend as 
Providence Presbytery's delegation.  Once again, presbytery will provide adult chaperones and will 
pay transportation costs.  Contact Kathryn McGregor @ 800-922-1609, ext. 6 or 
kmcgregor@providencepres.org for more information. 
 
Don’t Miss E3…Coming in January 
Don’t miss the E3 Event, featuring FREE workshops for ministers, educators, elders, clerks, youth 
leaders, and children’s ministry volunteers, lay leaders in charge of worship, education, personnel, 
stewardship, mission, and evangelism.  To be held January 10, 2010 at Rock Hill First Presbyterian...  
The workshops designed to help all who serve in Providence Presbytery churches to be more prepared 
to carry out their callings whether they are volunteers or staff positions. Our Workshop Catalog and 
registration form are online at www.providencepres.org. To insure you get your preferred workshops, 
pre-register by January 5th. 
 
Application Deadline Approaching for Summer Collegium 
The 2010 Summer Collegium will take place June 23-July 1. The emphasis will be Leadership in the 
Small Church.  Alice Mann, a prolific writer and speaker on congregational issues, is our keynote 
speaker.  John Bell, of the Iona Community in Scotland, will join us as musician.  This is an all 
expenses paid nine-day conference for small church clergy and their spouses/partners.  
Applications are available online at www.vts.edu. Completed applications must be postmarked no 
later than December 15. 
 
Around the Presbytery 

• The next Allison Creek Bluegrass Show will be this Thursday, November 19 at 7PM with 
food available at 6:30.  Many adult church groups have come out to listen from all over the 
region.  If you'd like to bring a group, please leave a message at 803-366-1302, and someone 
will contact you, or you can go to www.allisoncreekbluegrass.com and click "Contact us." 

• This Christmas, when the need is so great, purchase a gift that will make a difference. Come to 
the Alternative Gift Fair at the Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church Activity Center on 
November 22, noon – 4PM. Local community service and denominational organizations will 
share information about their missions and volunteer opportunities.  Ten thousand villages 
will have handcrafted gifts available, the Old Fogies will perform and OAPC Café will be open 
for lunch. The silent auction will be open from noon to 3PM.  
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• The Covenant Men of the Covenant Presbyterian will be selling smoked whole turkeys on 
Wednesday, November 25 from 2-6 p.m.  The turkeys are $25 each.  Covenant is located at 
1830 Celanese Rd. Please call the church office to reserve your turkey - 366-8223.  Proceeds 
from the sale go toward projects around the church and to local charities. 

• Alternative Christmas Market: First Presbyterian Church, Union, SC will host its 
annual Alternative Christmas Market on December 5 from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall of First Presbyterian Church.  Join us and find creative ways to honor loved ones this 
Christmas as you reach out and help others in need through local, national, and international 
organizations.  Some local and international craft items will also be available as well as Just 
Coffee and baked goods.  We hope to see you on December 5th. 

• Carmel Presbyterian is honored to be on the Chester County Historical Tour to be held on 
Sunday, December 13th. The tour begins at 2PM and will visit Carmel at 4:30PM.  The final 
stop on the tour will be First Baptist in Chester at 5:30PM where refreshments will be served. 
For more information on the tour and Carmel’s participation, contact W.T. Holmes at Carmel. 

 
Check out the events below on the Presbytery Calendar--for event details, click on the event! 
 

2010 Presbytery Meeting Schedule 
3/18  Presbytery Meeting 10AM (Van Wyck) 
5/23  Presbytery Meeting 2:30PM (Tirzah-Lancaster) 
8/15  Called Presbytery Meeting at Clinton College (Hosted by Hermon) 
10/17  Presbytery Meeting—2:30PM (Grace-Lancaster) 
 
This Week in Providence Presbytery 
11/16  Bethelwoods Ministry Team—5:15PM (Bethelwoods) 
11/17  TTT Thanksgiving Meal with Bob Moss—10:30AM (Bethelwoods) 
11/17  Education and Equipping Ministry Team—5:30PM (Presbytery Office) 
11/19  Educator Gathering—10AM-noon (Presbytery Office) 
11/22  Worship 4 YOUth—5-7PM (Bethelwoods) 
  
Coming Next Week 
11/26  Thanksgiving Day 
11/28  Prayer Fellowship—9:15AM (Presbytery Office) 
11/29  First Sunday of Advent 
 
Mark your Calendar! 
12/6  Common Ground (A Youth Community)—5-7PM (Bethelwoods) 
12/8  Presbytery Holiday Open House –11AM-3PM (Presbytery Office) 
12/10  TTT to Biltmore Estate—9AM (Meet at Bethelwoods) 
12/14  Second Harvest Partners 2010 Organizational Meeting—7PM (Union Baptist) 
12/15  TTT Gift Exchange with David Bender—10:30AM (Bethelwoods) 
12/15  Second Harvest Partners Planning—5:30PM (Union Baptist) 
1/10  E3 Training Event—2:30-5:45PM (Rock Hill First) 
 
Please submit articles to jill@providencepres.org with In the Know and the date you would like your 
article to run in the subject line by Friday at 5 PM for the following Monday’s issue. 
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Guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to equip, support, and connect our congregations as they faithfully serve Jesus Christ 
in a changing world. 

November 30, 2009         Volume 5, Number 45 
“The Christian faith for most people is not communicated by doctrinal pronouncements ... but by 
what goes on in the church in its most local setting. It is here, in the church down the street, 
that people are caught up in the Gospel promise -- or are turned away.”  

- James C. Fenhagen, from his book Mutual Ministry 
 
Have you registered for Bethelwoods Youth Christmas Retreat? 
For grades 1-12, join us for a wonderful time of fun and celebration at Bethelwoods Camp and 
Conference Center.  Your favorite counselors will be here leading you in crafts, games, food and 
worship as we explore the true meaning of Christmas. Contact Jaquie at Bethelwoods 803-366-3722 
for registration information. 
 
Christmas carols or Advent hymns?  Your church can sing both. Simultaneously! 
 The Presbyterian Outlook commissioned noted Presbyterian hymn writer Carolyn Winfrey 
Gillette to prepare four Advent carol texts to be sung to familiar, beloved Christmas tunes everyone 
enjoys singing. The lyrics are based upon the lectionary text for each Advent Sunday.  You can lead 
your congregation in singing: "God, You Alone Know What You've Planned"  to the tune of "It Came 
upon a Midnight Clear"; "When Old Zechariah Saw What God Had Done" to the tune of "Away in a 
Manger"; "John Went Out to Preach God's Word"  to the tune of "Hark the Herald Angels Sing"; and 
"Mary Gladly Told Her Cousin" to the tune of "Once in David's Royal City"  Presbyterian Outlook is 
offering them to print out for bulletin inserting, in full music manuscript, like they would appear in a 
hymnal. Online Downloads are $9.95 per song or $29.95 for the whole set.    
 
Watch for Presbyterian Times 
Presbyterian Times will arrive in your mailbox late this week or early next week.  All members of 
Providence Presbytery churches should receive this publication.  If you do not receive your copy, 
please email iglasgow@providencepres.org  to update your address in our system. 
 
Attention Bible Study and Sunday School teachers 
Have you heard that the curriculum you use should be Reformed?  What exactly does that mean?  
How do you know if it is Reformed and why does that matter?  Join Rev. Janet Alford at the E3 event 
on Sunday, January 10 at Rock Hill First Presbyterian for a FREE workshop looking at the basic 
building blocks of Reformed theology so that your church can feel more equipped to choose potential 
Sunday school curricula.  Registration and more information are available online at 
www.providencepres.org  -- click on E3.  If you register online, you will receive a confirmation email.  
Please contact Kathryn McGregor at kmcgregor@providencepres.org if you do not receive a 
confirmation. 
 
Linking Children’s Literature & the Biblical Story 
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In October, Union-PSCE launched a new website that offers a host of online resources for using 
children’s and adolescent literature in educational ministry. The website, Children’s Literature: A 
Resource for Ministry, provides book reviews, lesson plans and ideas for ministry created by faculty 
and students at Union-PSCE. There is also a blog component that allows users to interact with the 
topics by making comments and asking questions. The project creates a venue to share resources for 
ministry created by the seminary’s Christian education faculty and students with congregations. 
Check it out now!  
 
Calvin Center to Offer Interim Pastor Training in January 
Come to the Calvin Center in Atlanta for training to become a more effective interim pastor January 
11-15. Level 1 Track is for those new to the experience of interim pastoring, Level 2 track is available 
for those looking to enhance their skills in the area.  There is also a spouse track available. Find out 
more online. 
 
Come to “Writing Days” at Folly Beach 
Some of you are writers, aspiring writers, preachers, workshop presenters, trainers...all of you are 
involved in communicating in some form or fashion. Writing Days are coming up at Folly Beach 
January 25-26. Anita Flowers, Pinnacle Associate and Writing Coach, is facilitating this retreat 
wherein you will have plenty time to write with additional support for your writing efforts. Go online 
to view the brochure and register to reserve a spot. 
 
The Reformation was a long time ago…or was it?   
Are post-modern/emergent/missional conversations signs of a new reformation?  What other signs 
are we seeing or yearning for as we seek to be faithful, 21st Century disciples? Join Phyllis Tickle, 
Tony Jones, Bruce Reyes-Chow and Philip Clayton for a series of conversations and workshops 
around these and other questions at Emergence NOW January 26-28.  Barbara Brown Taylor will 
preach and lead worship on Tuesday afternoon and Thursday morning.  The program fee includes 
lunch on Tuesday and Wednesday. Event details are available online. 
 
Presbytery Habitat Build Organizing 
We are inviting churches of Providence Presbytery who might not be able to afford to build a Habitat 
home on their own to join together with other churches and care for a family working to escape 
poverty in York County. Lead churches will donate $4500 and a $450 tithe for international Habitat 
Homes as well as volunteers to staff the construction site for one Saturday.  Partner churches will 
donate whatever they can afford and provide volunteers to team with other Partner church volunteers 
for one Saturday. Contact Steve Hardy for information on how to get involved by December 15. 
 
Second Harvest Partners Gear Up for 2010 
Join the 2009 Second Harvest volunteers on December 15 at 6:30 at Union Baptist Church as we 
review the year’s progress, and plan for 2010. Kay Carter, Executive Director of Second Harvest Food 
Bank in Charlotte will attend. The organizers would like to present Second Harvest with a check from 
churches, civic groups,  corporate offices, schools, small businesses, and individuals to help defray the 
cost of 2101 York County Second Harvest deliveries.  We will provide a time during the meeting on 
December 15 for persons and groups to present contributions. For more information, call Dot Killian 
at (803) 517-7870 or e-mail Dot at dot@providencepres.org. Checks should be made payable to 
Second Harvest Food Bank with the notation Second Harvest Partners-York County. Checks can be 
mailed to Providence Presbytery, 515 Oakland Ave. Rock Hill, S.C. 29730. 

Did you send us your Video Christmas Card? 
JUST THREE MORE DAYS!!!!  Youth Groups, Bible Study Groups, Men’s Groups…anyone associated 
with Providence Presbytery… We invite you to join us as we create a Providence Presbytery video 
Christmas card! Any group associated with Providence Presbytery is invited to shoot a 30 to 45 
second Christmas Card.  You can be as creative as you like to share your Christmas wishes or 
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Christmas “commercials” with others in the Presbytery and beyond.  Submit your digital movie file 
(can be PowerPoint, QuickTime, Windows Movie File, Flip video…whatever) to 
jill@providencepres.org by December 2nd.  In the email, please tell me the following: Subject: Your 
Church, Your Group Name—Video Christmas Card.  Contact person, Contact phone and Contact 
Email Address.  Submissions must be received by December 2nd to be included in the Video to debut 
at the Presbytery Christmas Open House and added to the website.  If you have questions, contact Jill 
Wilson at jill@providencepres.org or at the Presbytery office, Extension 8. 
 
Around the Presbytery 

• Alternative Christmas Market: First Presbyterian Church, Union, SC will host its 
annual Alternative Christmas Market on December 5 from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall of First Presbyterian Church.  Join us and find creative ways to honor loved ones this 
Christmas as you reach out and help others in need through local, national, and international 
organizations.  Some local and international craft items will also be available as well as Just 
Coffee and baked goods.  We hope to see you on December 5th. 

• Carmel Presbyterian is honored to be on the Chester County Historical Tour to be held on 
Sunday, December 13th. The tour begins at 2PM and will visit Carmel at 4:30PM.  The final 
stop on the tour will be First Baptist in Chester at 5:30PM where refreshments will be served. 
For more information on the tour and Carmel’s participation, contact W.T. Holmes at Carmel. 

 
Check out the events below on the Presbytery Calendar--for event details, click on the event! 
 

2010 Presbytery Meeting Schedule 
3/18  Presbytery Meeting 10AM (Van Wyck) 
5/23  Presbytery Meeting 2:30PM (Tirzah-Lancaster) 
8/15  Called Presbytery Meeting at Clinton College (Hosted by Hermon) 
10/17  Presbytery Meeting—2:30PM (Grace-Lancaster) 
 
This Week in Providence Presbytery 
12/6  Common Ground (A Youth Community)—5-7PM (Bethelwoods) 
  
Coming Next Week 
12/7  Resource Center Preschool Bookmobile—9AM (Lancaster First) 
12/8  Presbytery Holiday Open House –11AM-3PM (Presbytery Office) 
12/9  Resource Center Preschool Bookmobile—11AM (Allison Creek) 
12/10  TTT to Biltmore Estate—9AM (Meet at Bethelwoods) 
 
Mark your Calendar! 
12/15  TTT Gift Exchange with David Bender—10:30AM (Bethelwoods) 
12/15  Second Harvest Partners Planning—7PM (Union Baptist) 
12/19  Prayer Fellowship—9:15AM (Presbytery Office) 
12/19-20 Bethelwoods Youth Christmas Retreat (Bethelwoods) 
1/10  E3 Training Event—2:30-5:45PM (Rock Hill First) 
 
Please submit articles to jill@providencepres.org with In the Know and the date you would like your 
article to run in the subject line by Friday at 5 PM for the following Monday’s issue. 
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